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Nesting Nuthatches
It was Sunday morning on Mt. Hamilton, March 19, 1933. With the bright

sunrise came the usual great volume and variety of bird songs: those of the Tit-
mouse, Wren-tit, Bewick Wren. Thrasher and numerous others.

From this chorus a persistent, nasal, horn like note nearby attracted my
attention. Going up the hdlside a few yards, I saw a Slender-billed Nuthatch in
a Digger pine, with its bill loaded with nesting material. As I approached claser,
it flew to a large blue oak, which had had a huge limb broken off leaving some
deep cracks and ragged holes. Into one of these holes the Nuthatches flew. First
one would appear at the entrance and then its mate would come with more nest-
ing material; all the while keeping up their incessant calling. The principal
materials used for the nest were bits of dried pine needles and some fibres or
horsehairs.

These birds were very tame, allowing a gradual approach as close as five feet
to them before refusing to enter their nest any more. It was indeed quite an
experience to witness at such close range their very interesting nesting habits.

Elmer Aldrich, Oakland, California. April 12, 1933.
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Bird Life in the Vicinity of Van Nuys, California

The San Fernando Valley, in which Van Nuys is located, is a level valley
nearly all under cultivation. It is almost surrounded by the San Gabriel, Verdugo
and Santa Susanna Mountains. Mt. Wilson is on our skyline. This valley, which
is in the Upper Sonoran Zone, is crossed by several dry washes which provide
cover for numerous birds and mammals.

The native growth along the washes consists of a sprinkling of oak, syca-
more, walnut and willow trees, and a plentiful supply of elderberry and tree
tobacco. There are in this vicinity truck gardens, walnut orchards, small citrus
groves and a very large dairy. Around the homes are many trees.

Last fall the wash was alive with hummingbirds, in spite of the fact that
there was no water. The tree tobacco seemed to be the chief attraction. Black-
chinned, Anna and a few Allen Hummingbirds were chasing one another in all
directions, buzzing and squeaking like mad. There are but a few of them now.
However, three or four Rufous Hummingbirds are making the place more inter-
esting than before.

In December, the freshly plowed dairy field was visited by flocks of Mountain
Plover, Horned Larks and Pipits. “Mountain Plover” seems to be a misnomer,
for these birds are not found in the mountains at any time, I believe.

One day in January hundreds of White-throated Swifts circled round and
round just above our trees, giving splendid views of their black and white pat-
terns. They made their appearance on a very cloudy, windy day and I thought
possibly the weather had brought their food supply to our atmosphere for they
never came again.

All through February large flocks of Mountain Bluebirds were scattered over
the open fields, their lovely color flashing in the sunshine. They made short
rushes, much as a robin does,—but they made them awing instead of afoot.
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One of the bright spots in March and April is a flock of Willow and Green-

hacked Goldfinches, which are very much at home in a blossoming apricot tree,

and in the nearby bird bath. They are quite acrobatic in their efforts to cling to

the smooth, curved surface of the hydrant while they reach down to catch the

drip. There is plenty of other water, but they love the drip.

We have on the south side of the house a pergola and three acacia trees, all

overgrown by a Japanese wistaria vine. This has been and still is a favorite spot.

In the fall and winter, Lark Sparrows and Linnets perched on the sunny side and

sang all day. They were followed by the Gamble Sparrows, which are still holding

vesper service there. A dove, also, sits on her nest, like a queen on her throne

amid the wistaria blossoms. Who knows but that her coming dovelets will have

a keen appreciation of beauty and perfume? These doves, by the way, slip

timidly up to the bird bath to drink, but have never been known to bathe, and
they look so clean!

The following list i

September:

Turkey Vulture
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Cooper Hawk
Marsh Hawk
Sparrow Hawk
California Quail
Ring-necked Pheasant
Killdeer
Mountain Plover
C lifornia Gull

Mourning Dove
Road-runner
Barn Owl
White-throated Swift
Black-chinned Hummingbird
Anna Hummingbird
Allen Hummingbird
Rufous Hummingbird
Red-breasted Sapsucker
Red-shafted Flicker

dudes all the birds seen in t

Western Kingbird
Ash-throated Flycatcher
Say Phoebe
Black Phoebe
Gray Flycatcher
Horned Lark
Barn Swallow
Violet-green Swallow
California Jay
Raven
Crow
Bewick Wren
House Wren
Western Mockingbird
California Thrasher
Le Conte Thrasher
Hermit Thrush
Western Robin
Western Bluebird
Mountain Bluebird

is vicinity beginning last

Western Gnatcatcher
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
California Shrike
Pipit
Yellow Warbler
Audubon Warbler
Red-winged Blackbird
Meadowlark
Arizona Hooded Oriole
Brewer Blackbird
Linnet
Willow Goldfi ch
Green-backed Goldfinch
Spotted Towhee
Brown Towhee
Savannah Sparrow
Western Lark Spar ow
Gambel Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Miss Isabel Ames, Van Nuys, California. April 12, 1933.

.M

Los Banos: A special trip to Los Banos by bus is being planned for the week-
end of May 20th and 21st provided thirty members and friends make reservations

with a deposit of $1.00 each by May 11th. The bus fare for the round trip will be

not more than $2.50. It is planned to leave from the duck feeding station at Lake
Merritt, Saturday, May 20th, at 2 p.m.

This will be strictly a camping trip personally conducted by Mr. Brighton C.

Cain. Camp will be made in the heart of the best birding country, making it

possible to use the few hours to best advantage. Complete details will be an-
nounced at the May 11th meeting. A letter of instructions as to what to bring,

where to meet, etc., will be given to all those who register for the trip.

M

Field Trip to Lake Merced
April field trip was taken to Lake Merced on the 23rd with fifteen members

and seventeen guests attending. The day was clouds with a cold north wind
I hroughout.

The forenoon was spent in the ravine between Junipero Serra Boulevard, the
starting point of the trip, and the lake. A medley of bird songs prevailed during
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tlie walk down the ravine. The presence of many birds was made known by their
songs even though they remained out of sight in the heavy growth of willows or
in the tangles of vines beneath.

An opportunity was offered to compare songs of the Yellow and the Pileolated
Warbler for they were found singing in the same tree. Allen Hummers were
everywhere abundant. Rufous Hummers were probably present but none were
positively identified.

The Willow Goldfinches attracted our attention and we watched them gather
the white down-like material from the willow catkins, a favorite nesting material.
Many of them were singing while on the wing.

Arriving at the lake, we were very much shocked at the deplorable condi-
tions existing. Only small patches of tales remained, or had started to grow
again where the once abundant growths had been removed. Most of the willow
trees that formerly lined the shores had been cleared away. Even the shores of
the little lake had been cleareu of all growth. Only three Coots and a few Gulls
were present there. The water was very high in the large lake and most of the
remaining tules were submerged so that few nesting places were available for

the Tule Wrens and Yellow-throats. The only nest found near the lakes was that
of a Song Sparrow containing three eggs.

Probably the most interesting observation of the day was that of an Anthony
Green Heron which flew past very slowly and continued flying several hundred
yards before dropping into the tules, affording us ample time to study it.

A female Mallard with four ducklings was an interesting sight, and a little

farther on one with eight ducklings was noted. i_t one point several baby
Mallards were swimming about in the tules but no adult birds were in sight.

Very few Swallows were ‘ hawking” over the lake compared to the numbers
found on previous trips. The majority of those present were the Cliff. A few Barn
and one or two Tree and Bank Swallows were also seen.

Fifty-eight species

Eared Grebe
Western Grebe
Pied-billed Grebe
Farallon Cormorant
Brandt C . rmorant
Great Blue Heron
Anthony Green Heron
American Bittern

Mallard
Baldpate
Canvas-back Duck
Ruddy Duck
Sharp-shinned Hawk
Red-tailed Hawk
Sparrow Plawk
California Quail
American Coot
Glaucous-winged Gull

Western Gull

California Gull

were noted in the Lake Merc
Bonaparte Gull
Mourning Dove
Anna Hummingbird
Allen Hummingbird
Belted Kingfisher
Red-shafted Flicker
Western Flycatcher
Tree Swallow
Bank Swallow
Barn SwalLw
Cliff Swallow
Chestnut-backed Chickade
Plain Titmouse
Bush-tit
Wren-tit
House Wren
Bewick Wren
Tule Wren
Western Robin

region:

Russet-backed Thrush
American Pipit

Lutescent Warbler
Yellow Warbler
Yellow-throat
Pileolated Warbler
Western Meadowlark
Brewer Blackbird
Purple Finch
Linnet
Pine Siskin
Willow Goldfinch
Green-backed Goldfinch
Spotted Towhee
Song Sparrow
Junco
Nuttall Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Song Sparrow

Several members of the party walked along the beach to the Cliff House

observing the following species: Loon (sp. ?) ;
Brown Pelican; White-winged

and Surf Scoters; Red-breasted Merganser; Black-bellied Plover; Surf-bird:

Black Turnstone; Hudsonian Curlew; Least Sandpiper; Sanderlings.

Bob Taylor, Historian.
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Audubon Notes

May Meeting: The regular meeting

will be held on Thursday, the 11th, at

8 p.m., room 19, Ferry Building.

The speaker of the evening will be

Mr. George M. Wright, Chief of the

Wild Life Division, United States De-

partment of the Interior, National Park

Service, whose subject will be “The
Amazing Bird Life of the Yellowstone

Plateau.”
& <£*

May Field Trip will be taken Sunday,

the 14th, to St. Mary’s, Contra Costa

County. San Francisco members will

take 8 a.m. Key Route Ferry and Sac-

ramento Northern Railway train. East

Bay members may take train at either

Fortieth Street and Shatter Avenue at

8:30 a.m., or College and Shatter Ave-

nues at 8:35 a.m. Purchase round trip

tickets to St. Mary’s; fare from San
Francisco 75c, from Oakland 50c. Bring

luncheon and filled canteens.

.Jt & J*

April Meeting: The 188th regular

meeting was held on April 13th, in room
19, Ferry Building, with twenty-nine

members and guests present. President

Chas. A. Bryant presiding.

The following observations were re-

ported:
Commander and Mrs. Parmenter:

March 10th and 17th, Crystal Springs

Lake, three Canada Geese; 10th, San
Andreas Lake, two Varied Thrushes;
23rd, on the heights between Laguna
Salada and the Skyline Boulevard,

Raven; 22nd, Tomales Bay, 200+ Black

Brant, Bodega Bay 250+ ;
29tli, King

Mt. Skyline Blvd., Golden Eagle; April

5th, San Mateo and Dumbarton Bridges,

waders by the thousands; Black-bellied

Plovers in summer plumage, one Long-

billed Curlew, Hudsonian Curlew, Wil-

lets, Least, Western and Red-backed
Sandpipers, Marbled Godwits, two Cas-

pian Terns; 12th, Palo Alto, 50 Cedar
Waxwlngs; 5th and 12th, Lake Merced,
Myrtle Warblers.
Last date on which the following

were observed: Buffle-head, Stow Lake,
March 20th; Redhead Duck, Stow
Lake, April 12th; twenty-four Ring-
necked Ducks, Searsville Lake, March
29th.

Mrs. H. P. Bracelin: April 1st,

campus, Berkeley, Western Flycatcher.
Carl Smith: March 26th, Land’s End.

twenty-five Pigeon Guillemots, eighty
Red-throated Loons; April 2nd, Cliff

House, two Surf Birds.

Chas. A. Bryant, April 4th, Benicia,
Whistling Swans.
Elmer Aldrich: March 18th, Las

Trampas Ridge, St. Mary’s, five Bell
Sparrows; April 1st, Oakland foothills,

three Rufous-crowned Sparrows; 9th,

Rocky Ridge near St. Mary’s, Calliope
Hummer, many Bell and Rufous-
crowned Sparrows.
The speaker of the evening, Dr. Wm.

E. Ritter, was introduced by Mr. C. B.

Lastreto. Taking for his subject “The
Deeper Meaning of Bird Life,” Dr.
Ritter delivered a very interesting ad-

dress.

d*

Book Notice: “Birds of Yosemite.”
Are you planning to spend your vaca-
tion in the Yosemite Valley this year?
There has recently been issued a very
interesting number of “Yosemite Na-
ture Notes,” volume XII, May 1933,
number 5, containing a list of 183 spe-
cies of birds to be found in Yosemite
National Park. This bulletin contains
descriptions and illustrati ;ns in black
and white of many of the species men-
tioned, and should interest all bird
lovers. Obtainable from the Museum,
Yosemite National Park, Yosemite,
California. Price 25 cents.

Audubon Association of the Pacific

For the Study and the Protection of Birds

President Chas. A. Bryant 150 Franklin St., San Francisco
Corresponding Secretary C. B. Lastreto 260 California St., San Francisco
Treasurer Mrs. A. B. Stephens 1695 Filbert St., San Francisco

Monthly meeting second Thursday, 8 P. M., Room 19, Ferry Building.
Address Bulletin correspondence to Mrs. A. B. Stephens, Editor, 1695 Filbert St., San Francisco.

Subscription to monthly Bulletin, $1.00 per year. Single copies, 15c.
Membership dues, payable January 1st, $3.00 per year.

Student memberships, $1.50 per year. Life memberships, $50.00
Members are responsible for dues until written notice of resignation is received hy Treasurer.


